
MISSION 

Critter Barn is dedicated to teaching about 
farming and agriculture while inspiring people 
of all ages, and all abilities, through the 
miracles in nature found at the farm. 
 
Looking back over 32 years of growing the Critter Barn, I was 
immediately aware of the impact our three-acre farm had. Children 
have grown up to pursue Agricultural jobs and careers, have logged 
tens of thousands of volunteer hours here, and have themselves 
become educators and caregivers.  
 
I use our farm to connect kids and adults to the natural world by 
immersing them with animal-experiences, and real, hands-on fun in an 
informative setting. Our friendly, engaging staff, and the young people 
who volunteer here, add to the magic that our socialized animals 
deliver to every guest.  
 
It’s been a learning curve for me personally, as I didn’t grow up on a 
farm. But that’s the point, barely 1% of our national population lives on 
the farm, so it’s legitimate to make the effort to teach people about the 
world of nature that sustains us all.   
 
For adults, learning is the attraction. People are created with curiosity. 



Gaining knowledge is interesting and fascinating. Even though most 
adults bring children to visit, the adults are keenly focused on what we 
teach. Many visitors are animal loving adults who bring no children.  
 
It’s been a real blessing to get to know the hard-working folks in the 
farming and agribusiness community. I feel blessed to be able to share 
their stories with everyone.  
 
In April of 2022, we brought our traveling farm to Hope College for  
“the exam-week stress-relief animal party.” While hundreds of college 
students engaged with the animals, a student named Greg Woods 
introduced himself to me. “Ms Mary, do you remember me? I’m from 
the Boys and Girls Club but now I’m a freshman. When you brought the 
animals to our club, it was absolutely the best day of my life – every 
time. I just wanted to thank you.”  Everyone benefits from connections 
to nature. It’s therapeutic.  Being outside in nature, interacting with 
animals, heals us from the inside out, it breathes life into our souls.  
 
Today we are expanding because of kids like Greg Woods. Our farm 
offers a place of respite, inspiration, and an opportunity for meaningful 
experiences as we serve kids from 2 to 92, from all walks of life. I’m 
committed to building the Critter Barn into a lasting resource for our 
community and beyond. 
 
The most rewarding accomplishment is the focus our farm has had on 
people who have diverse-abilities or unique needs. These children, 
young people and adults have been a part of our volunteer team since 
the 90’s. Going forward, the efforts for improved accessibility, and the 
dignity that will be afforded simply by making that extra effort through 
Universal Global Design, Adaptive Equipment from the Rifton Company 
for recreation and hygiene, and inclusive outdoor play equipment from 
the Sinclair company, will create a destination unlike any other which 
combines incredible benefits for everyone.  



 
I want our farm to continue to be an inspiration for others so children, 
young people, and adults of diverse-abilities and unique needs will 
engage in activities together and enjoy experiences at our farm:  
a new and inclusive learning environment called the Critter Barn.  
 
 


